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Ambassador, however, took the matter up, and the
story was allowed to go through.
My impressions after visiting seven or eight air-bases
was that the French were well-trained and courageous
pilots, even though they had not got the same dash as
the R.A.F., but their 'planes were on the whole not as
fast as the German, and they were heavily outnumbered.
The French military authorities were generous in allow-
ing so much publicity to the Royal Air Force, both in
the official communiques and in the Press, and I do not
think that sufficient was said about the courage and
ability of the French pilots in flying inferior machines
against such odds. I saw the day-to-day reports of
numerous squadrons ; there were cases in which three
French 'planes had engaged eight German; five had
engaged twelve and so on. I never saw a case where
the enemy had been inferior in number. The French
pilots were certainly respected by the German, for
whenever there were six French 'planes together, the
Germans nearly always avoided fighting, even if they
were treble the number. There was die work, too,
of the reconnaissance 'planes, which almost every day
flew over enemy territory to take photographs. The
services were well organized, with mobile photographic
vans developing and printing hundreds of photographs
daily. These series of vertical photographs, taken from
the air and fitted together to cover many square miles
of country, were very interesting, though it needed an
extremely well-trained eye to be able to interpret them.
The line maps, which were drawn from the photographs.